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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 15927 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, CZ, VT 

SUBJECT: VATICAN-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TALKS ACHIEVE MODEST SUCCESS 

REF: ROME 15657 AND 14018 

1 . INSOFAR AS VATICAN IS CONCERNED THE 10-DAY TALKS 
WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIAN DELEGATION (SEPTEMBER 19-27) 

PRODUCED ONLY MODEST ACHIEVEMENTS AND MAJOR DEADLOCK 
STILL PERSISTS IN OVERALL IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS. 

REPORTEDLY THERE WAS AGREEMENT ON THE CREATION OF 

AN ECCLESIASTICAL PROVINCE IN SLOVANIA BUT THERE 
WAS NO AGREEMENT ON NOMINATIONS OF BISHOPS FOR 
SLOVANIA OR MORAVIA. 

2. WITH REGARD TO NEW NOMINATIONS, GOC DELEGATION 
WAS AGREEABLE TO ACCEPTING VATICAN NOMINEES FOR NEW 
BISHOPS PROVIDED THAT "SOME" GOVERNMENT NOMINEES 
FROM AMONG THE "PEACE PRIESTS" WERE, AT THE SAME 
TIME, NAMED AUXILIARY BISHOPS. NEGOTIATIONS ON 

THIS POINT WERE VERY HARD ON BOTH SIDES. REPORTEDLY, 

LEADING ROLE IN GOC DELEGATION WAS PLAYED BY "PARTY 
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REPRESENTATIVE" DR. FRANTISEK CINOLDR. RATHER THAN 
THE FORMAL GROUP LEADER. KAREL HRUZA. ADDITIONALLY, 

JELINEK OF SLOVAKIA, THE NEWEST ADDITION TO THE GOC 
DELEGATION, WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS "CULTURED AND POLITE," 

ALSO SHARED "HARD APPROACH." 

3. VATICAN HAS INFORMED US THAT A COMMUNIQUE WILL 
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BE ISSUED SIMULTANEOUSLY IN PRAGUE AND IN VATICAN 
CITY AT MID-DAY TODAY (SEPTEMBER 29), WHICH WILL 
STATE THAT (1) THE TWO DELEGATIONS, HEADED BY 
FOREIGN MINISTER CASAROLI AND HRUZA, EXAMINED IN 
"OPEN AND FRANK" ATMOSPHERE THE POINTS WHICH WERE 
ON THE AGENDA; (2) POINTS UPON WHICH DELEGATIONS 
EACHED AGREEMENT WOULD BE REFERRED TO THEIR 
RESPECTIVE AUTHORITIES FOR APPROVAL; AND (3) POINTS 
UPON WHICH THERE WAS NO AGREEMENT WOULD BE RE- 
EXAMINED IN RESUMED TALKS "VERY SOON." 

4. A VATICAN OFFICIAL IS SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA ON OR ABOUT OCTOBER 23, TO COLLECT 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE GOVERNMENT-PROPOSED 
NOMINEES FOR AUXILIARY BISHOPS. FORMAL TALKS 
BETWEEN TO THE TWO DELEGATIONS WILL RESUME IN 
PRAGUE IN DECEMBER, AS WE UNDERSTAND THE VATICAN 
IS STILL INTERESTED IN NEGOTIATING A MEANINGFUL 
PACKAGE WITH THE GOC PRIOR TO THE END OF THE 
BELGRADE CONFERENCE ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
HELSINKI ACCORDS. HOLMES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING REPORTS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ROME15927 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770356-0578 

Format: TEL 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977098/aaaaagbp.tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 26090e49-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 ROME 15657 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1325347 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VATICAN-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TALKS ACHIEVE MODEST SUCCESS 
TAGS: PGOV, CZ, VT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/26090e49-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



